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Getting L.A. Back to Work

Angelenos must stop taking the path
of least resistance and reclaim the
city’s mantle as a trailblazer.

By P. JACOB YADEGAR

of job creation and entrepreneurial spirit, Los Angeles
now has one of the highest unemployment rates in the
nation.

California was the model for the rest of the country, with
the seventh largest economy in the world. Now, it has the high-
est foreclosure rates and mortgage delinquencies in the nation.
and its citizens pay some of the highest personal and business
tax rates.

Los Angeles faces the real threat of insolvency, a fact that
was brought into the spotlight in the City Council’s recent bit-
ter dispute with the Department of Water and Power. Credit
rating agency Moody’s downgraded the rating on general
obligation bonds issued by the city, signaling erosion in the
faith and credit of Los Angeles.

For many, the sun no longer shines on California like it
used to. The Los Angeles Unified School District, along with
almost every local agency, is facing critical budget deficits and
no one wants to make the tough decisions necessary to correct
the systematic problems that our city faces.

Many people are asking why and searching for answers. To
me, the answers are clear and simple.

We have become lethargic and lost our competitive edge.
We have soaked in a sense of entitlement that is venomous
to the very traits that took this city and state to the forefront
of the world. The easy flow of money and lack of discipline
that the last decade of prosperity brought us eroded our core
values of hard work, and made us lazy and overly
comfortable.

While we sit and gloat or ponder the possibilities, our
neighbors across the ocean in China, Brazil and India are
working hard to create products and services not only for their
citizens but for others around the globe.

Enough bickering about unfair this or unfair that. Enough
infighting between our elected politicians and, most impor-
tantly, enough of this nonsense that we are entitled to every-
thing. We are not entitled to anything. Everything must be
earned.

Through hard work, education and luck, we can have every-
thing. There is enough to go around for all, but we must go
back to basics and once again become a creative, entrepreneur-
ial, hardworking people. We must elect officials who value
hard work, and can make the tough decisions that we need to
get our city and state out of the slump they’re in.

The public sector was created to support the private sector,

O NCE the leader in innovation and technology, the driver

Healthy Oversight
Re: The article headlined “Bobsledder Taking Run at Local
Supplement Maker” in the April 12 issue:

The article wrongly states the supplement industry is not
regulated. Food facilities and those making powders, capsules
or pills are registered and subject to inspection. Facilities that
manufacture ingredients must also be approved. The article
wrongly states food products require Food and Drug Adminis-
tration approval; over-the-counter and prescription drugs do.

The 1994 Dietary Supplement Health and Education Act
grandfathered ingredients then sold. The act requires all ingredi-
ents to be listed on the label or the product is misbranded, possi-
bly adulterated. Labeling and claims regulations run more than
150 pages. Supplements must meet Good Manufacturing Prac-
tices, as enforced by the FDA. Supplement companies also
must comply with the federal Adverse Event Reporting Act.

The FDA requires premarketing notification for post-Dietary
Supplement Act ingredients. The FDA forbids steroids in sup-
plements, and steroids violate federal drug law. Executives of
offending companies can be debarred from the industry and
even jailed. The product named in your article likely came from
China and needs an FDA release. The FDA should have been
more thorough.

To state the industry is not regulated is like saying bank rob-
bery is legal because it happens.

Jarrow L. Rogovin
President and chairman
Jarrow Formulas Inc.
Los Angeles

We have soaked in a sense of entitlement that is venomous to the
very traits that took this city and state to the forefront of the world.
The easy flow of money and lack of discipline that the last decade of
prosperity brought us eroded our core values of hard work, and made
us lazy and overly comfortable.

not to surpass it and ultimately bankrupt it. The public sector
can not create enough revenue and innovation to lead us back
to prosperity. The private sector must do that.

Government pensions and unions, along with our elected
officials, must come to the stark realization that unless severe
cutbacks in the public sector are made, we will inevitably be
forced into bankruptcy, which would be devastating for all
involved.

Yes, it’s easier to increase government. Yes, it’s easier to
increase taxes. Yes, it’s easier to work less. Yes, it’s easier not
to take risks. But the easier road is not our way of life. The eas-
ier road is not what’s going to keep us a leader in innovation

Warning Signs
Re: The Comment column headlined “Big Signs, Bigger
Problems” in the March 29 issue:

I was very disappointed in Charles Crumpley’s position on
signs.

I’m a real estate developer/property manager and I tend
to avoid the city of Los Angeles because my properties are
not protected by the city. This city I live and work in is one of
the ugliest in America. And one principal reason is our lack
of planning and land-use controls, particularly over
signage.

Our previous city attorney sold our city to the billboard com-
panies. Now we have a city attorney willing to stand up to the
industry. Up until now, owners constructed billboards and signs
without permits because the city didn’t care and didn’t enforce
its own laws. And what did we get? Cheap, tacky business/retail
areas that are mostly in decline.

Where are the nicest areas of L.A. city? In redevelopment
areas (which have special controls). In places where there are
specific plans (Brentwood and Pacific Palisades). And in pri-
vately owned, controlled shopping centers (Westfield Century
City and the Grove).

Because of the enormous amount of revenue these signs
generate, the only way to stop owners from putting them up
illegally is to have severe penalties. Consequently I am grateful
that our city attorney took the strong stand he did.

Tom Safran
Thomas Safran & Associates
Brentwood

and advancements.

I had the pleasure of spending a recent Saturday morning
with Gov. Mitch Daniels of Indiana and he said to me, “Cali-
fornia always led the country; I hope with what’s going on in
your state, California will not become the anchor that stops the
country.”

Is that what we are going to relegate ourselves to? I think
not. And for the sake of our future generations, I hope not.

P. Jacob Yadegar is founder and chief executive of Empyrean
Funding, an L.A.-based mortgage company specializing in
commercial and residential mortgages.

Sharing the Credit
Re: The article headlined “101 Freeway Park Proposal
Ramping Up” in the April 5 issue:

The article failed to mention that it was the Community
Redevelopment Agency of the city of Los Angeles under the
direction of Cecilia Estolano that jump-started this project by
providing the $150,000 for the initial feasibility study.

Please ... credit where credit is due!

Alejandro Ortiz

Member, CRA/LA Board of Commissioners
Alejandro Ortiz Architects Inc.

Los Angeles

» How to reach us

LETTERS: Please keep your letters brief. Include your
name, address and daytime phone number on all submis-
sions. We reserve the right to edit letters for brevity and
taste.

E-mail: ccrumpley @labusinessjournal.com

GUEST OPINIONS: Op-ed pieces must be 750 words
or less and on topics of interest to the L.A. business com-
munity. Please send submissions to
ccrumpley @ labusinessjournal.com.
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